


reform and the time of its appearance. Ellison’s
position within a merchant family business, as well
as his physical location on the Hudson River, may
be important factors in the specifics of the trans-
formation observed at this site.

In contrast, the David DeFreest house was
part of a tenant farm on the Van Rensselaer patroon-
ship, in the modern town of North Greenbush in
Rensselaer County. The house was initially con-
structed in the 1760s alongside a small stream.
Refuse from the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries has been found widely distributed
around this house during a limited archaeological
survey (Fisher and Hartgen 1982). The excavation of
a cellar hole for an addition to this house in the
1840s resulted in the transformation of the land-
scape, probably completed by the 1860s. A level
front yard was created and two to three feet of fill
was deposited on the creek side of the house,
including a wedge of river cobbles that extended
the yard. This fill created a level terrace to the rear
of the house, where formerly a steep slope to the
stream was present. The buried topsoil contained
artifacts that were manufactured in the middle to
late eighteenth century, including slip-trailed red
earthenware, Wheildon-type creamware, blue-paint-
ed tin-glazed earthenware, and blue-painted pearl-
ware. The most recently manufactured ceramics
were transfer-printed blue and mulberry pearl-
ware. The fill may be dated by the most recent
ceramics present, which included transfer-printed
light blue and mulberry pearlware.

In the process of creating a level yard around
the house, the exterior cellar entrance was covered.
Creating this new landscape was associated with
substantial changes to the house. Domestic land-
scape reform in this case involved moving large
amounts of soil without the aid of slaves or wage
laborers.

Variation is evident in the acceptance of land-
scape reform, even by successful industrialists.
Davis (1998) reported a house cellar and domestic
artifacts immediately adjacent to NY Route 29 in the
town of Milton in Saratoga County. This house was
built in the 1840s in the front yard of a larger,
Federal Period house. The larger house was the
home and farm of the owner of the nearby paper
mill, Chauncey Kilmer. The house alongside the
road was the residence of workers on both Kilmer’s

farm and paper mill, and may have functioned
additionally as a storage cellar for the farm and
mill. Kilmer moved into a modern Italianate-style
house by the 1850s that was located between the
mill and farm. This house was set back from the
road and further distanced by a tree-lined approach.

His move coincided with a change in the
organization of his mill. In the early portion of the
nineteenth century the mill was operated seasonally,
without a permanent labor force. The mill was a
part of his diversified business that emphasized
the farm. Both the construction of worker housing
and artifact concentrations along the road in the
front of the house evidence little concern for the
ideal of domestic yard reform. By the time he built
a new house, however, his business was structured
by different ideas of specialization and production
that were reflected in the landscape.

At the White Farm in the Town of North
Castle in Westchester County, Sopko (1996, this
volume) reported the different distributions of
refuse during different periods of site occupation.
The site dates from the 1780s to 1915, and historical
and archaeological investigation defined three peri-
ods of occupation. The first period, 1780 to 1827,
was associated with initial settlement and devel-
opment of agriculture on the sixty-eight acre farm.
This was not subsistence or self-sufficient agricul-
ture, but involved the production of farm goods
by an extended nuclear family with the aid of
domestic servants and farm laborers. The nearby
urban market was the outlet for surplus production.
During the period between 1830 and 1882, the ini-
tial market agriculture at this site was transformed
to commercial agriculture. This change included a
shift from the extended family to the nuclear fam-
ily, increased use of wage labor, specialization of
crops, diversification of farm products, and use of
mechanical farm equipment.

Archaeological evidence of this transformation
at the site included a change in the spatial organi-
zation of the farm and house. The size of the house
increased and a special-function addition was
added. A second house was constructed to shelter
the farm laborers, and a barn was built.

Material items from the late eighteenth cen-
tury were discarded as sheet refuse in the vicinity
of the house, even in the front yard, on the south
side of the building. After 1830, which marks the
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beginning of commercial agriculture at this site,
no cultural material was discarded in the front
yard. Refuse disposal shifted to the rear yards of
both houses. Other aspects of domestic landscape
reform were observed at this site.

Some nineteenth-century sites evidence resist-
ance to domestic yard reform. In an innovative
study of rural tannery workers in Upper Lisle,
Broome County, Lou Ann Wurst observed that the
nineteenth-century “workers were using a casual,
broad scale, refuse disposal practice” (1994:156). A
larger number of archaeological tests at the workers’
area contained artifacts, and more artifacts were
recovered in tests associated with the work areas of
the site, in comparison to the owner’s house lot.
“The yard area, littered with broken ceramics, glass,
and bone was undoubtedly unsightly” (Wurst
1994:159). Domestic landscape reform was not an
objective of the tannery workers.

SUMMARY

Archaeology has contributed to the investigation of
the rural transformation that occurred in the nine-
teenth century. This process resulted in the present
cultural landscape of agricultural capitalism.
Investigations of consumer goods, new architec-
tural forms, separation of home and work, trends of
specialization and commercialism, sanitary condi-
tions, and numerous other issues in this process
have been studied by archaeologists. The large
degree of variation present during this period
between locations and among ethnic and religious
groups, as well as class distinctions, means that a
great deal of investigation and analysis remains.
Domestic yard reform as an aspect of this
transformation may be observed archaeologically in
numerous ways. Roadside surveys have located
structural remains adjacent to roads; these remains
represent different ideas about public and private
spaces. Artifact distributions indicate disposal pat-
terns that need definition in order to provide access
to the occupants’ ideas about their relationship to
their environment. A particular problem evident
in the literature has been the identification of “dis-
turbed soils” or “fill” in the front yards of many
nineteenth-century domestic sites. In the context
of the nineteenth-century landscape, this fill is an
artifact that represents domestic yard reform.
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